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The common interpretation of the crowd's remark and of Jesus's answer emphasizes the supposed contrast between the plurality of works thought of by the crowd and the single work of faith spoken of by Jesus. As R. BROWN puts it: "...
(the crowd's) response is in terms of works they can do. Jesus, in turn, puts the emphasis on faith. Paul and James are the NT names we associate with the problem of faith and works, but here we have the Johannine solution. Obtaining eternal life is not a question of faith without works. Rather having faith is a work; indeed it is the all important work of God" 1).
R 4) One exception to the common approach is that of R. BERGMEIER, "Glaube als Werk? Die 'Werke Gottes' in Damaskusschrift II, 14-15 und Johannes 6, 28-29" RevQ 6 (1967) 253-60. BERGMEIER's approach is similar in several respects to the one taken in this study. However there are several differences. Although an interpretation of vi 28-29 can be read out of BERG-MEIER'S work, his much more limited purpose was to determine solely whether the phrase in vi 29 is a genitive of the author (i.e. the work "God performs") or an "objective" genitive (i.e. the work "which God demands"). The present study directs itself to the meaning of the entire two verse unit and deals with the full range of arguments for the commonly held interpretation. We would also suggest that BERGMEIER'S overemphasis on the predestinarian tones of the Johannine usage and the Qumran parallels detracts from his overall presentation. This predestinarian emphasis may account at least in part for the fact that BERGMEIER'S work has attracted little attention in the commentaries. 6) These generally are those referred to in note five above and those who see a contrast between the singular and the plural (mentioned in note eight below). The negative connotation comes from being associated with "works" of the Law.
